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ELIJAH, THE REFORMER, AND OTHER POEMS. 



Many of the poems in this collection, a large portion of which are written 
upon biblical themes, are at once interesting and suggestive. The more valuable 
are (1) that which forms the title of the book, divided into six pails : Prologue, 
from Gilead to Carmel, from Carmel to Sinai, from Sinai to Nebo, from Nebo 
to Hermon, Epilogue ; (2) Calling of Moses ; (3) The passage of the Red Sea ; 
(4) The passage of the Jordan ; (5) Gideon's campaign. 

The author has indicated an accurate and comprehensive knowledge of the 
details of his subjects, and at the same time skill in presenting the facts in a vivid 
and impressive manner. 



WHITON'S EVOLUTION OF REVELATION, t 



The author claims that the main difficulties in the way of recognizing the 
Bible as divine are due to the wrong conception entertained concerning it, viz., that 
it is something " handed down " directly from a Divine Author. The conception, 
on the other hand, which the author maintains, and which relieves largely the 
difficulties in the case is this : It is divine, but is " a growth within the world, an 
evolution, no less than humanity itself, and no less than man himself a work of 
God, while also a phenomenon of the orderly development of the world." To 
affirm too much, it is claimed, is as productive of skepticism as to affirm too little. 
The book is a plea for the work of biblical criticism of the broadest type. The 
author's position may be summed up in one statement : " We have not really ' a 
written Revelation,' but a Revelation that has been written about." 



STEBBINS' COMMON-SENSE VIEW OF THE OLD TESTAMENT.]: 



Do you desire to know the views held concerning the books of the Old Tes- 
tament by one of the most learned, and at the same time, modest of the Unitarian 
scholars of our day ? This book contains them. Dr. Stebbins, a frequent con- 
tributor to the pages of The Student, was engaged, at the time of his death 
last August, in carrying this work through the press. His purpose, as indicated 
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"by the preface, was two-fold: " On the one hand, to remove from these precious 
fragments of Hebrew literature the incrustations of ancient errors, dogmatic pre- 
possessions, and superstitious fancies under which the Old Testament has been 
worshiped as a fetich or discarded as a relic ; and on the other, to give the ordi- 
nary Bible-reader such information concerning the age, character and contents of 
the Old Testament books as would enable him rightly to apprehend and fully to 
appreciate their literary excellence and their spiritual worth." 

The principles in accordance with which the work is performed are of such 
a nature as to render the results unacceptable to one who believes that these 
writings are the word of God. A reading of this book, which magnifies the 
human element in Scripture, to the great detriment of the divine element, would 
Toe of great value to that large and, we are afraid, increasing class of interpreters 
•who magnify the divine element and altogether neglect the human. 



GOD'S REVELATION OF HIMSELF TO MEN. 



After a vigorous preface and a brief introduction, the book before us is divid- 
ed into three parts. In the first the various manifestations and revelations of 
God, as presented in Scripture, are taken up in their historical connection, thus : 
"The Revelation of God to Adam in Eden;" " God's Revelation of Himself to 
the Patriarchs;" "The Theocracy, its Purpose and Significance;" "History of 
the Theocratic People to the Establishment of the Monarchy;" and so on down 
through the entire Old Testament age, closing with "Messianic Beliefs in our 
Lord's day as set forth in the Gospels," and " The Lord's own Teachings respect- 
ing his Messianic Work." 

The second part discusses "The Messiah in Heaven; " "The New Election, 
and its Calling as the Body of Christ ; " " The two Elections, Jewish and Christian, 
compared ; " " The Church and the Messianic Kingdom ; " " The Eternal Life and 
the Dead in Christ ; " " The Apostasy and the Anti-Christ." 

The third part considers " The Messianic Kingdom ; " " The Judicial Actings 
of Christ as Preparatory to the Kingdom, and the day of the Lord ; " " The Messi- 
anic Kingdom in the Book of the Revelation ; " " The Jews in the Kingdom, and 
the New Covenant;" "The Last Apostasy and Final Judgment ; " "The New 
Heavens and the New Earth." 

We have thought best to indicate the nature of the book by giving the several 
topics which it discusses. Our space is not adequate for a fuller presentation. 
The spirit of the author is most excellent. His purpose is to present in general 
outline the teaching of the Bible as to a living Christ. His plea for a broad com- 
prehensive study of the Bible, aside from the minute and critical investigation 
which in our day is perhaps more common, is strong and convincing. The prin- 
ciples of interpretation which characterize our author's work are generally cor- 
rect. The subject is an inexhaustible one ; the room for difference of opinion is, 
likewise, very great. 
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